
 
Project Example: Tales of Art 
 
 

1. Introduction:  
 

This document provides an example of one of our past volunteer projects, focusing 
particularly on the planning of the project and written from Kitty’s perspective. It 
illustrates the commitment and excellence we expect from all our volunteers in 
delivering significant changes in the experiences of our students at the school.  
 
From November 2023 to March 2024, two of our wonderful volunteers, Ben McBain 
and Kitty Parker, launched ‘Tales of Art’, a project to teach students in both Shatila 
and Borj El Barajneh how to express themselves through art. The project culminated 
in an exhibition at the Zoukak Theatre and our Shatila 2 Hall. To ensure the project 
outlasted their departure, the volunteers designated two teachers who they regularly 
communicate with virtually, ensuring the art legacy remains at Alsama. 
 
 

2. Thinking of a project: 
 

Before applying as a volunteer for Alsama, it is important to think about what is 
missing within a school curriculum, but also a project which is unique and engaging. 
 
My passion is art, and my intention behind this initiative was to explore how art can 
be used as a tool for self-expression and storytelling, but most importantly how 
opening up a creative outlet for young people growing up in Shatila and Bourj El-
Barajneh could provide a release from the stress of everyday life. 
 
 



3. Project aim: Deliver an art exhibition 
 
It is important in Alsama to have a clear aim for the students. What are they 
working towards? What is the intention of introducing this skill? What is the end 
goal? 
 
The overall aim of Tales of Art was to tell stories through art, therefore the project 
was rounded off with a professional exhibition. This was an opportunity for the 
students to challenge themselves, put their skills to the test and create something 
which they had done all by themselves, expressing their personal stories.  
 

 
 
 

4. How did we want to introduce the initial ideas? 
 
It is important to think about the language barrier you will face. Although 
some Alsama students have excellent levels of English, you may have classes where 
the young people have very little understanding of the language. Therefore, make 
sure to start with a class which is fun, simple and uses language which is easy to 
understand.  
 
 

5. How can you make your initiative relatable to the young people you 
are teaching? 

 
Instead of simply introducing famous artists such as Picasso, Matisse, Monet, e.t.c, 
(all of which are European male artists), I did some research into finding artists who 
are relatable to the lived experiences of our children, as well as the values we 
encourage our children to live by here at Alsama. This included artists from 
Syria, artists who are refugees, female artists, and artists who have used their 
experiences of war and displacement to inform their work. For example, Abdul 
Rahman Katatni (Palestinian/Lebanese) and Aula Al Ayoubi (Syrian). 



 
 
 
 

6. Making lesson plans:  
 

For this, please also refer to the ‘Chess Lesson Plan’ template document. 
 
Preparation is key. Before we came to Beirut we had a rough outline of every class we 
were going to deliver, with the first four lessons in particular, being planned in 
detail (allows for changes to be made once the project starts). This was particularly 
important for art because it gave us an idea of what materials we would need to run 
these classes.It is important to think about whether you will have access to certain 
materials in Lebanon – they may be cheaper or easier to access in the UK. Therefore, 
before going to Alsama we got friends and family to donate art supplies which ended 
up being essential for the project.  
 
 

 



 
7. Fundraising for your project: 

 
This is not essential for all projects, but was particularly necessary for ‘Tales of Art’. 
The money raised was used to buy further art supplies, pay for the extra luggage 
carrying donated materials, and ensure the continuation of the project after we leave. 
To raise money to fund our project we used several different fundraising methods. 
Firstly, we made a GoFundMe and used social media to raise money from friends 
and family. Note: GoFundMe is blocked in Lebanon, so I would recommend 
researching a platform that can be used whilst you are working in Alsama, or using a 
VPN. I also ran a charity fundraiser which allowed me to raise the main sum of 
money and also served as an opportunity to raise awareness of the Alsama Project in 
my own community.  
 
 

8. A glimpse into our art workshops and the final exhibition: 
 
The workshops we ran were immersive art classes including printmaking using 
recycled materials, self-portraits using symbolism, matchbox monsters, imaginative 
storytelling, and many more. Please see the bottom of the page for photos of our 
project.  
 
 

9. Leaving a legacy: 
 
This aspect is incredibly important. How is your project going to continue after you 
leave? 
 
Following the exhibition, we set up art as a subject within the Alsama curriculum. 
Two students were selected to be the new leaders of the Alsama Art department, we 
made an information booklet, fully stocked the new art cupboard, and set up a 
system to stay in touch with the new teachers in order to effectively deliver art classes 
each week in Alsama after our departure.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


